
 

 

Blackheath & Chislehurst Circle No. 99 and Joint Meeting with Bromley 
Circle No 68 

 

Minutes of the 1148th. (103) Circle meeting between our Circle and jointly with Bromley 
Circle that was held on 27th. November 2024 at Sidcup & Footscray United Services 
Club, 108 Main Road, Sidcup DA14 6NE 

Present at this meeting were Bros. Bell, Corbett, D’Mello, Farrell, Gariff, Grange, Mac 
Mahon, Mitchell, Saunders, Smith, Spink. (11) 

Also present were, from Bromley Circle: Bros. Duffy, Blanchette (VG), Vochyan, Zammitt, 
May, McGowan, Nelligan, Chauhan, Mellish, Power.  (10) Beckenham Circle: Bros. Foley, 
Brennan, Fishwick, Synott. (4) Meopham Circle: Bros. Horwood, Lewis, Bober, Mullan. 
(4) Swanley Circle: Bros. Coward, Cowling. (2) Guests: Father Regis Rubaya p.p. St 
Lawrence’s Sidcup. 

Total in attendance 32 

 

Meeting Agenda: 

 

i. Bro. Frank opened the meeting at 7.45pm. He introduced Reg & Ron to 
all present. Reg & Ron we were informed was the name given the to 
miniature gilded fighting cocks that were originally part of South 
London’s Circle treasures that we were gifted to look after when that 
Circle closed. (The late Bro. Reg Wilcox duly named them so) Also, we 
were reminded to look at the array of photos that decorate the wall. 
Photos of brothers of our Circle that served during WW11 and some 
relatives. Bros. Bond & Gravells galant actions are detailed as well as 
Bros. Baldwin, Maddox & Cullen that served in the RAF. 

ii. He also led the usual prayers. Bro. Jim read the names of the deceased 
brothers of Blackheath & Chislehurst Circle as well as those of Orpington 
Circle. May their souls rest in peace.  

iii. He welcomed all present including all visitors. Bro Foley from Beckenham 
responded on behalf of the visitors. Bro. Joe Duffy, President of Bromley 
was pleased to see so many present this evening, so many old friends 
and acquaintances. With the reading of the names of the deceased it 
recalled how many that he knew over the years. 



iv. Apologies for absence: Bro. Vincent Spink read the names of those whose 
apology he received. 

v. Minutes of our last meeting had already been electronically circulated and 
duly signed. 

vi. Matters arising there were none. 
vii. Correspondence & out visits:(a) Secretary. All/Any correspondence had 

been electronically circulated. Out visits: October: Beckenham: Bros. 
Smith & Spink (2) Swanley: Bros.Smith &Spink (2) November: Beckenham: 
Bros. Saunders, Smith & Spink (3) Meopham: Bros. Saunders (1) Victoria 
Gozo 325: Bro. Saunders (1).       Nine to five circles. (b) President nil 

viii.    

Reports: 

Bro. President Frank announced that this evening as we are due to dine, reports would 
be postponed. 

 He invited Bro President Joe Duffy to say a few words of the activities of those from 
Bromley Circle. Bro. Joe came as usual well prepared and read an extensive list with 
anecdotes about their brave actions'/ activities during WW11 Bro. Barry Mellish also 
delved into his family’s history. He has a contact if anyone is interested, he would pass 
the name of his contact that would trace the military record just like he had done for 
himself. 

Bro. Frank brought the meeting to a close as there was no further business. 

He asked Bro. Chamberlain: Michael Corbett to read out the roll call. 8.34pm 

A chicken, mash with carrots and peas and gravy meal for was served and enjoyed by 
all. 

 Grace was led by Father Regis Rubaya both before and after the meal. 

Signed:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


