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Introduction- Catenian Association
• Background and the GB Catenian Association

• Catenians Worldwide

• Developing relationships with other Catholic organisations.  

• Mutual benefit



Background
94. Love, then, is more than just a series of benevolent actions. Those 
actions have their source in a union increasingly directed towards 
others, considering them of value, worthy, pleasing and beautiful 
apart from their physical or moral appearances. Our love for others, 
for who they are, moves us to seek the best for their lives. Only by 
cultivating this way of relating to one another will we make possible 
a social friendship that excludes no one and a fraternity that is open 
to all.

Providing supportive friendship for over 100 years, the Catenian 
Association has a focus on the future and the busy, modern lives of 
its members. As society evolved, the Catenian Association adapted.

Founded in 1908 in Manchester, we’ve grown to be a global 
organisation.



History
• Against the background of anti-Catholic laws and discrimination Bishop 

Louis Casartelli, the then Bishop of Salford was the instigator of a Catholic 
men's social club in 1908. 

• For the first two years of our existence, we were known as “The Chums 
Benevolent Association”

• Adopted the name Catenians in 1911.  From the Latin “catena” or chain
• Wholly GB Association until early 1960s but have been concentrating on 

developing overseas ever since
• Continuing the tradition, Bishop John Arnold, the current Bishop of Salford, is 

our point of contact with Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and 
Wales (CBCEW)



Who are the Catenians?
Catenians are not a secret society, a Catholic action pressure group, or indeed even a Catholic 
Association, but we are simply a social network of Catholic men.  

Catenians have become an international friendship network for Catholic men who enjoy a shared 
ethos and who struggle to live their lives in accordance with Catholic Social Teaching. Following 
the Aquinian model we exist to encourage friendship, companionship, care and support for each 
other and our families

Friendship and Fraternity based on the 6th Century image of Christ who has his arm on the 
shoulder of Abbot St Menas which Catenians adopt as their ethos in following Christ’s example of 
friendship and fraternity.

Catenians are not an overtly philanthropic Association but collectively engage in considerable 
voluntary philanthropic activity.  Catenians in UK donated around £1/2 million to small local 
charities in 2023 alone.  We are a major sponsor of CYMFed and the Flame Congress and major 
financial supporter of the CBCEW Vocations initiative

Catenians have always had a special interest in the development and support of Catholic youth 
throughout the world.



Our Common Values
• Creating and developing a welcoming space. Building community and deep friendships between our 

members is vital to us - as is strengthening the social interaction, inclusion, and relationships of our 
members and their families. 

• Being there in times of need for our members, their families, partners or dependents, to support and 
encourage, providing comfort, stability, and security. 

• Discreetly supporting members in difficulty or need - maintaining and administering financial help by 
personally, regularly, contributing to the Catenian Association Benevolent and Children’s Fund. 

• Opening doors for young Catholics throughout the world in their opportunities and development, 
helping them choose or navigate a career, through the promotion and personal financial support of 
the Catenian Association Bursary Fund Ltd. 

• Being an ally: supporting one another without judgement in the conduct of our faith. 

• Being a force for good: supporting and advocating charities the Circle, Province or Association 
considers in need of our help. 

• Encourage our clergy and those with vocations to religious life in appropriate, welcoming ways.



Catenians Worldwide

AUSTRALIA: 37 CIRCLES

INDIA & BANGLADESH: 19 CIRCLES

SOUTH AFRICA & ZIMBABWE: 4 CIRCLES

MALTA: 7 CIRCLES



Catenians Worldwide

MALTA
7 X CIRCLES

SOUTH AFRICA
& ZIMBABWE
4 X CIRCLES

INDIA & 
BANGLADESH
19 X CIRCLES

AUSTRALIA
2 X PROVINCES 

1 X AREA
37 CIRCLES

IRELAND 
2 X CIRCLES

BETHLEHEM  
1 x Circle



Developing Relationships



What’s in it for your members?
• How would developing a relationship with us potentially benefit your members? 

• Firstly, our work with young Catholics already helps some of the children under your member’s care: 
• We are the major sponsor (10K donation) of the biennial FLAME convention organised by 

CYMFed.  About 12,000 young Catholics attend that from all over the UK and experience Christ in 
a youth ministry which is designed specifically for them.

• We are the ONLY financial supporters of the Catholic Bishops in England and Wales Vocations 
Initiative, helping our Church to address the crisis in Vocations.

• For many years we have run the annual Catholic Schools’ Public Speaking competition, through 
regional heats to a Manchester-based final.  Public speaking gives our young people the chance 
to develop oratorical skills, to gain confidence and assurance and move forward as articulate 
young human beings enabled to play their part in society.



Our Members Support Parishes? 
• Catenians are a valuable resource in many parishes where the Clergy have embraced the 

organisation:
• Catenians assist as Governors of Catholic Schools.
• Catenians assist in the parish as Treasurers, act as Altar servers and MC’s; they also organise 

summer Fetes; organise annual Christmas Bazaars; Prepare weekly Newsletters; and assist as 
Catechists; some of them are of course Deacons!!

• Catenians Circles organise an Annual Clergy Dinner and Christmas meals, in the Deanery for all 
Clergy including Religious.  

• Many Catenians are Heads of Schools and Teachers, including Religious Teachers

• Many Clergy find that Catenians can support and assist the Parish in a variety of ways and are a 
reliable resource in many different capacities;

• Each Catenian Circle has an annual Charity and many combine that with a Parish charity, such as a 
new Mass books such as last year. Did you miss out? 



What’s in it for Members
• We have already developed and continue to develop relationships with Catholic Societies in our 

Universities, offering students a hand of friendship when they go up, and a potential home when 
they leave and move into the world of work. 

• Our Catenian Bursary Fund Ltd has already donated nearly £2 million in grants and awards to 
individual young people, aged 18 – 25 who see to engage in some project to do something 
wonderful for someone else – at home or overseas.   Those grants and awards are available to your 
members’ pupils or to support your members’ projects.

• We would like to have the ability to bring these benefits to the attention of your members and to be 
able to engage in dialogue with them through you as to how we might bring even greater benefit to 
their work in the future. 
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