Quips and stories from around Province 7
April 2025
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Duncan Aitkins - Director Province 7 & Secretary Bromley Circle. duncan@duncanaitkins.co.uk

DANIEL PRESTON WINS THE KIRKHAM CUP 2025

Fr Keith Sylvia, Parish Priest of Our Lady of the
Annuniciation, Addiscombe, was our guest at the
Kirkham Cup and Chair of the panel. Here he is
presenting the Cup to the winner, Daniel Preston
from Meopham Circle.
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Duncan presents a Citation to Daniel Preston,
winner of the Kirkham Cup competition held at
Beckenham Circle last month.

It was a closely fought competition between
Speakers from across the Province with over 58
Brothers attending.

There is talk of extending the talk from 2 minutes to
possibly 5 minutes; perhaps Secretaries would send
in their comments to me and | will gather together
all the comments and discuss it at a future Province
meeting.
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A CITATION OF EXCELLENCE FOR RON FISHWICK

Duncan presented a Citation of Excellence to Ron
Fishwick recognising his many years in Beckenham
Circle holding Officers posts as President,Treasurer,
Province Councillor and event extraordinaire of
countless events raising funds for many charities.

Ron has been the power behind the Circle and we
pay special tribute to his efforts and demonstrating

the credentials of an outstanding Catenian.
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HONOURING BROTHER EDDIE, BECKENHAM CIRCLE

Duncan presenting a Citation of Excellence to
Brother Eddie Synott who has been at the helm of
Beckenham Circle as Secretary for so many years,
we have lost count.

Eddie is an ever present at all meetings. Despite
his recent health setbacks, this has not prevented
Eddie from continuing his duties which is a mark
of his dedication and duty to the Circle, and
indeed for all Catenians to follow.

We congratulate Eddie on this most deserved
award and wish him well on his road to recovery.
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THE CATENIAN ASSOCIATION SPEAKING COMPETITION
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| intend to re-introduce the Catenian Association
Speaking Competition for 2025-2026 in the
Province, beginning in September this year.

Last year and for the past years the Province did
not hold a competition for various reasons.

St Gregory’s school at Tunbridge Wells was
invited to take part in Province 18’s competition
for 2024-2025 and won the competition and this
has caused some confusion as you would expect!
The generosity of Province 18 has meant that

the winners could not represent Province 18

for obvious reasons!! So it has been agreed

that St Gregory’s will now represent Province

7 and the runners up will represent Province 7!
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This situation has been embarrassing to say the
least for Province 7, due the fact the Province failed
to arrange a Speaking Competition last year!

| intend to bring back the Competition. | organised
the events for 5 years previously, well before Covid
when | was Provincial President, and the years
following.

So, if you have any contacts with the Catholic
Secondary Schools in Kent and South-East
London, please let me have contact details or

join me in assisting to arrange this event beginning
in September, when | will be sending out details

to the schools concerned.

Thank you.

Duncan
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