
From: Gill Board <gill.board@thecatenians.com>
Sent: 14 May 2025 15:58
To: Gill Board <gill.board@thecatenians.com>
Subject: Catenians - GBNC Conference Motion Email from Andrew Sowerby, GB National President

 

<<< This email is from Andrew Sowerby, GB National President >>>

 

Dear Secretary,

Would you please forward this to the brothers in your Circle as soon as possible please, thank you.

 

 

From The Great Britain National President

 

Dear Brothers,

 

Re: “Proxy” Voting at the National Conference

 

As you are aware at this week’s National Conference there is to be a debate upon a motion regarding the criteria
for membership so that eligibility becomes open to all members of  the laity. In recent weeks many members
have forwarded “proxy” votes to the National Secretary both for and against the motion. The use of  such votes
has been challenged by brothers from Province 18 on the grounds that it is not in the rules to allow such votes.

 

In order that the debate and vote is held in accordance with the rules of  the Constitution the senior officers of
the Association have decided that the use of  such votes will be allowed only if  there is a simple majority of
those present in favour of  the motion to achieve the 200 required for the motion to come to the membership at
large. Consequently, it has been agreed that GBNC will therefore extend access to the conference via Zoom so
that all members have the opportunity to be “present” and cast their vote electronically should they wish to do
so. There will be no charge for this and the small number of  brothers who already have paid the fee of  £10.00
for Zoom access will have this reimbursed.

 

Zoom Conference Booking Link - https://forms.gle/f74gVKyG2doVjUXx5

Please note - Cut-off  for submitting your Zoom Registration Booking is Friday
16th May at 12noon.
 

May I apologise for any confusion that this causes but we are determined that in the interest of  good
governance that the rules of  the Association should overrule the Standing Orders which were believed to cover
all forms of  voting.

 

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
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