CATENIANS

GBNC Meeting, AGM and Annual
Conference — 16%" & 17* May 2025

A full agenda, saw GB National Council meet at
Chesford Grange Hotel on Friday 16" May 2025.
GBNC Members addressed many topics to
endeavor to assist Brothers and Circles/Provincial
Councils.

Membership is, rightly at the front of all our
minds, as is recruitment and retention.

Workgroup Reports were received from
the GBNC workgroups, a summary of these
follows.

Membership

It is very disappointing to report a reduction in new
members for the first time in 5 vyears.
Unfortunately, resignations and forfeitures have
increased, and it is now crucial for all members to
contact those members who we have not seen for
a while to enquire if there is anything we as
members can do to see their return to our Circles.

In line with the agreed Terms of Reference, the
work group is focused on three key areas.

e Supporting PMO'’s to ensure EVERY Circle has
a plan to retain and recruit new members.

e Developing the CathSoc/Exeter model across
all University towns and cities in GB.

e Exploring the potential for the Syro Malabar
and other communities nationally is under
review.

Merging with Marketing is key to achieving these
aims.

Marketing and Communications

The digital marketing campaign ended in January
and while it was disappointing that the target of
290 enquiries was not achieved there was in fact
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some 57,000 “landings”
application and enquiries.

onto the website

The Marketing campaign will continue throughout
2025/2026 in the form of a campaign diary with a
new theme each month and an accompanying
printable Poster which we hope members will
print from our website, to place in the back of
Churches and parish centres.

Flame 25 was a great success and over 10,800
young Catholics thoroughly enjoyed themselves at
Wembley Arena and a for a day of praising God in
their own, boisterous way. We should be proud
that we Catenians are one of the main sponsors of
this fantastic event. We also intend to take a stand
at the “We Believe” festival at St Mary’s seminary
Oscott 15-28 July 2025, please support this
worthwhile event if you can.

The Catenian Military Association (CMA) are
producing an icon to their Patron, Our Lady of
Victories, designed for them by a renowned icon
artist in the Ukraine, which will be blessed later in
the year at the Armed Forces Cathedral in
Aldershot on 7" October 2025.

Finally, please do help the GB Association by doing

3 things.

1. Start using social media and encourage other
members to use it.

2. Send your stories to our social media manager
Peter Oliver on peterjoliver22@gmail.com

3. We desperately need a volunteer to act as
National PR and Communications Officer, we
need an experienced journalist or someone
with previous media career, it could be a
Catenian, or Catenian partner of offspring.
Please contact us if you would be interested.

Strategy

The Work Group is waiting for input from chairs of
the other WG's and the Association Strategy WG
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and hope to bring to members a way forward
later this year.

Faith & Youth

The Rosary Group support is receiving requests
for Rosary for schools and prisons and would love
to hear from any member who would like to
volunteer.

Radio Maria continues to be a slow burner but
would always welcome interviews.

As you may remember the Catenian’s in GB
continue to be the only organization to support the
National Office for Vocations, so please continue
with your Circle donations. We also continue to
support PACT who help the families of those in
prison.

Finance

Budgets for GBNC are proving to be a challenge
with the reduced membership, the 2024-25 budget
was based on 5400 members, and 2025-26 on
5300 members so you can see why we need
members and Circle to be proactive in recruiting
more members.

Catena

Can we make a plea to those members who do
not take Catena for whatever reason. We see
Catena as an integral part of being a Catenian.

WhatsApp

Could I urge the administrator of any Circle or
Provincial WhatsApp group to check their
messages to ensure that any content is acceptable
to all members of the Association. As other
organisations have found to their costs
inappropriate comments and humour can be very
detrimental.

Online Members Directory & Portal

The Online Directory is accessed via the secure
‘Members Portal’, please click on this Llink
https://www.thecatenians.com/members and
select ‘Members Portal Login'. If you have not
accessed your personal portal before you will
need to either select ‘Create Portal Account’, and
follow the steps, or if you cannot remember your
password please click on ‘Forgotten Password?’

If you require any support, please do not hesitate
to contact the team in Head Office on
membership@thecatenians.com or

+44 (0) 24 7622 4533.

It can sometimes be confusing when trying to
obtain members details from the Directory, please
remember that members have the right not to
have their details included in the Portal Directory,
and we have several members who have elected
to do so.

Circle Officers
This is a prompt for all Secretaries to add their
respective officers to the database.

Further database training will be run by CSS,
please click on the link below to book your place.

https://forms.gle/WWPKebhchozsk4GN6

GBNC AGM

GBNC held their AGM at Chesford Grange Hotel
on Friday where we welcomed six new Directors,
Andrew Neal P3N & P3S, John Thompsom P5,
Richard Byrne P8, Robert Thompson P10, Phil
Yeomans P15, Kevin Rourke P18.

GBNC also said ‘thank you and goodbye’ to some
very hard-working Officers and Directors; Mark
Conroy Past National President, John Tweddle
P3N & P3S, lan Calvert P5, John Gannon P4,
Terence Donnelly P10, Karol Grabowski P15 and
Ed Murphy P18.

Conference/ National Gathering

The recent conference at Chesford Grange Hotel,
Kenilworth, was a great success, this is a
particularly good venue, and the glorious weather
helped. We will return here again next year WE
HAVE PENCILED IN 8% to 10*" MAY 2026.

Please add these dates to your calendar.

The annual conference saw a good attendance with
183 members and 31 wives present and a further
70 members online. The main business of the day
was to debate a motion brought to conference by
two members of P18. After an interesting debate,
the motion was carried with 169 For and 67
Against. Including the proxy votes submitted to me
by members prior to the conference, the total
number of votes in favor exceeds the 200-vote
threshold required to trigger a full membership

Page 2 of 3


https://www.thecatenians.com/members
mailto:membership@thecatenians.com
https://forms.gle/WWPKebhchozsk4GN6

vote. The Association Secretary will in the fullness
of time inform you of the voting dates.

We also held a Q & A session where members were
able to ask GBNC questions.

David Wells, once again proved to be an excellent
keynote speaker which helped to end the
Conference on a high.

Queries

If you have a query, on any matter, then do please
approach your Circle Officers, Provincial Officers,
Director, or the responsible workgroup chair.

David Baldam

GB National Secretary
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