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KENT CATENIANS - RULES FOR THE KIRKHAM CUP COMPETITION 2024 
.  
Hosted by Tunbridge Wells & District Circle No 150 on 19th March 2024 at Poult Wood 
Golf Club, Higham Lane, Tonbridge TN11 9QR 
 
 
Timings and bookings 
 
Registers open from 6.30pm 
Truncated Circle Meeting 7.15pm 
Dinner 7.45pm 
Speaking Competition then follows 
 
Booking confirmation, menu choices and payment for Dinner made no later than 11th March 
2024. Bookings and menu choices notified to Brother Wladek Koch (wjk@hlp4u.co.uk) 
 
Circle payment by Bank Transfer to Tunbridge Wells Circle account 

Account Name:      Catenian Association Circle No. 150 
Account No.           68312798 
Sort Code:              08 92 99 

Circle payments to be advised to Graham Hughes (gwjhughes75@gmail.com) and Wladek 
Koch (wjk@hlp4u.co.uk). In the narrative for Bank Transfer payment please include the Circle  
Name in the reference section. For Tunbridge Wells Brothers, in the reference section for the 
Bank Transfer payment please enter your surname. 

 

Location 

Poult Wood Golf Course  
Higham Lane, Tonbridge Kent TN11 9QR 

Tel: 01732 364039 
http://poultwoodgolfclub.clubbuzz.co.uk/ 

Location: On north-east edge of Tonbridge between A227 road to Shipbourne / Igtham and 
the A26 between Hadlow and Tonbridge.  

The Club House is at the northern end of Higham Lane just south of the junction for Ashes 
Lane.  
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If travelling from the Hadlow direction take Cuckoo Lane off the A26 on right hand side after 
Hadlow and when it joins Higham Lane turn right up the Lane. 

If travelling from the north on the A227 on Shipbourne Road at the right-hand bend in the 
road you will reach the junction of Puttenden Road and Higham Lane on the left-hand side 
of Shipbourne Road. At that point, take what is the road off that junction to the right which 
is Higham Lane. Not long thereafter, Ashes Lane branches off to the left but carry on 
Higham Lane and just beyond that junction is the Club on the left-hand side. 

 

 

 

Dining 

Brothers have a choice of Main Course and Dessert that comprises:- 

Main course options 

1. Beef Bourguignonne with Creamed Potato & Vegetables  
2. Parma Ham wrapped Chicken with Fondant Potato, Mixed Vegetables with a 

Champagne & Tarragon Cream Sauce 
3. Wild mushroom Risotto 

Dessert options 
4. Caramel topped Apple Pie 
5. Eton Mess 
6. Trio of Chocolate Mousse 

Any Brother with special dietary needs is encouraged to make them known in the booking. 

Cost of the dinner is £25 and a cash gratuity can be placed into a receptacle on the table at 
the end of dinner. 

Drinks at the bar can be paid for in cash or by credit / debit card.  
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Aims of the Kirkham Cup and conduct of the competition 
 

1. The competition is to promote Fellowship and Brotherhood in the Province. It is 
primarily a fun event. 

2. At outset it was an opportunity for public speaking for an incoming Circle President 
but since then has evolved 

3. Each Circle in Province 7 is requested to field one of their Brothers for the 
competition. This not limited to Vice Presidents   That Brother will give a talk on one 
of the selected topics. Delivery will be without props of any sort or assistance from 
others in delivering their talk 

4. The order of speaking will be decided by a ballot on the night before the competition 
starts 

5. Each speech is targeted to be no longer than 3 minutes duration 
6. A ‘traffic light’ arrangement of lamps visible to the speaker will be used. 

Green light – switched on when the first word is uttered by the speaker 
Amber light – switched on at 2 minutes into the speech 
Red light – switched on when the 3-minute period has ended 

7. The three Judges will decide the winner of the competition. The three Judges are 
Brother Director Michael Reidy, Brother Provincial President Peter Coward and a 
Parish Priest tbc 

8. Points will be awarded for:- 
Posture 
Delivery 
Relevant content 
Humour and interest 

9. Points will be deducted for:- 
Bad language 
Being uncharitable 
Dubious humour 
Poor time-keeping 
 

 
 
The selected topics for the competition 
 

A. ‘To be a man of Kent or a Kentish man’ 
B. ‘Why have we deserted tea in favour of coffee?’ 
C. ‘Should we celebrate the work of one of our English Poets instead of that 

Scottish guy?’ 
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Circle Booking Form to be emailed to wjk@hlp4u.co.uk 
 
For the menu choice please use the lettering for the courses set out in this notification, for 
example Main Course 2, Dessert 5. 
 
Circle Name  
Surname First Name Main 

Course 
Choice 

Dessert 
Choice 

Any special needs? 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 
 

Competitors 

Can they please advise Brother Wladek Koch (wjk@hlp4u.co.uk) that they will take part in 
the competition and the topic they have chosen. Many thanks. 
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