QCATEMANS

Province 7
Meeting Minutes

Date: Tuesday 18 February 2025
Start Time: 7.15pm
Venue: Hartley Country Club, Culvey Close, Hartley, Longfield, Kent, DA3 8BS

1. Opening of Meeting & Prayers

The meeting was opened at 7.15pm with prayers led by Provincial President Jim Saunders.
Dave Havercan was introduced as the new Provincial Sectary.
Present were:

President Jim Saunders PC Blackheath & Chislehurst, 99
Director Duncan Aitkins PC Bromley, 68

Past President Peter Coward PC Swanley, 306

Secretary Dave Havercan

Treasurer Tony Welch PC Canterbury, 175
Membership Officer Barry Mullan PC Meopham, 251

Welfare Officer Wladek Koch

Charity Officer Terry Mahoney PC Swale, 282

Provincial Councillor lan Butler Maidstone, 136

2. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Bro Paul Sleightholme

3. Minutes of the previous Meetings

The minutes of the July and November meetings were agreed and signed.

4. Matters Arising

Bro. Barry will prepare an invitation to circles to send a representative to a Membership
Meeting in March. The Secretary will circulate it on his behalf.

5. Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
6. Provincial President

a. Planned Provincial Events

The Provincial Mass for Deceased Brothers will be held at St Francis De Sales church in
Hartley at 10.15am on either Sunday 9 March or Sunday 23 March (date to be
confirmed). The Mass will be followed by lunch at Hartley Country Club.

There will be a Provincial Mass for Vocations and to welcome our new Bishop,

Paul Hendricks (the Auxiliary Bishop for the Kent Area of Southwark Archdiocese) on
Saturday 24 May at 12.00 noon at St Francis De Sales. This will also be followed by
lunch at Hartley Country Club.
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b. Struggling Circles

Most circles are experiencing difficulties. The Masses arranged by Meopham Circle are
a step in the right direction.

c. Provincial Round-up

Blackheath & Chislehurst will be holding a Mass for Deceased Brothers and Wives at
St Lawrence’s Church, Sidcup, at 11.30 am on 14 March, with lunch at Sophie’s Choice
to follow.

Beckenham Circle will be hosting this year’s Kirkham Cup on Monday 24 March.
d. Conference 2025

Exclusive booking for Catenians at the Chesford Grange Hotel has now closed and the
hotel is now open to bookings from the general public.

7. Recruitment Initiatives

e Several ideas for measures to improve recruitment/retention of members:
= Circles to engage with the local parish for one event for the year — either
organising an event and inviting local parishioners or taking a visible part in
an event organised by the parish.
= Organise daytime events to aid retention of Brothers who are reluctant to
travel in the evenings
= |nvite local clergy to events additional to the Clergy Night.

e Membership enquiries are coming into Head Office via the Digital Highway initiative
but so far only one has related to the Province 7 area.

e Bro. Duncan had recently given a presentation about Catenians to clergy at the
Deanery meeting — using PowerPoint. Many priests are being recruited from
overseas and have no knowledge of the Catenians. Duncan will make his
PowerPoint presentation available to circles.

e Meopham Circle propose to invite all the clergy in their area to the lunches after the
masses organised for March and May. |t was agreed that the cost of this could be
met from Provincial funds, as a development initiative.

e It was suggested that younger brothers should be encouraged to join the Catenian
LinkedIn group

8. Provincial Officers’ Reports

e. ViceP
No report
f. Treasurer

Bro. Tony advised that the finances remain in good order and circulated a printed copy
of income and expenditure. Two circles (Sevenoaks and Swanley) have not yet paid
their Capitation fees. Tony will follow up.

Bro. Bary advised that room bookings at Hartley Country Club would be cheaper if a
block booking were to be made at the beginning of the year for all the meetings. It was
agreed to do this for the coming year.

g. Vocations Liaison Officer

Bro. Duncan advised that there is currently no national Vocations Liaison Officer so no
meetings are taking place. Head Office are currently reviewing the value of the support
given to Flame £20,000 last year) which has little or no benefit to the Association.
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h. Provincial Welfare Officer
Bro. Duncan was thanked for putting material on his website.

Bro. Wladek advised that we could expect news from the Government later this year
about the taxation of death benefits. He will prepare advice for circulation.

9. Youth

The Schools Public Speaking Competition collapsed as a result of Covid. The initiative has
been revived in other parts of the country but not yet in Province 7. Bro Duncan offered to
discuss with Dave Evans — a member of Swanley Circle and Headmaster of St Columba’s
School. Duncan has all the material for the event, including the trophy, in storage.

10. Any Other Business

e Concern was expressed about the expectations of the interaction between Province
and Circles. This was not helped by the shortage of officers. Bro. Dave will push
Provincial Councillors for reports to Provincial Council and will also make available
an Executive Summary of each Provincial Council Meeting to facilitate reporting back
to circles.

e The Mullan Cup Competition has not been held for some time. It was agreed to
resurrect it as a Quiz, to be held at St Mary of the Crays in October. Blackheath &
Chislehurst will organise the venue and Bro. Dave will provide the quiz.

¢ |t was agreed that Provincial Council should set up a WhatsApp group to improve
communication.

e Bro. Jim will be producing the Provincial Directory and Diary again this year. Any
changes or new entries must reach him by 14 March.

11. Date of Next Meeting
The next Provincial Council Meeting will be at 7.00pm on Tuesday 22 April at Hartley
Country Club.

The remaining meetings for the coming Catenian year will be on 22 July, 21 October and
20 January, all at Hartley Country Club.
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